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measure of our usefuilness as members
of the House to this comumunity will not
be measured by our destructive criti-
cism as party partisans or party hacks,
but by our constructive criticism and
our constructive ability to help the
State in its necessity. To ensure that
the Govennnent must have no more
secret contracts-

Mr. Allen -We have been saying that
for four years.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I am not
responsible for that or for the errors of
the Past. I the Government enter
into these contracts, the first people to
be consulted are the members of this
House. If the -Government intend to
start any State enterprise, they have a
right to come to the House and get the
capital authorisation and explain whether
they can make it pay, or whether there
is a prospect of making it pay.

Mr. A-Hen:- If they do not what will
you do ?

Mr. JAITES GARDINER: Give them
all the criticism I can. I am not
afraid to do my own duty or anyone
else's duty.

Air. Male: If you do your own it will
be enough.

Mr. JAMES CARDINER: This is
the position. We all realise the ti mes
of stress through which we are passing,
and that these times are not only trying
for us in this House but for us in thiis
commity. Not only is there a
shrinkage of State revenue, hut there is
a shrinkage of private revenues. Every
man at this particular juncture is look-
ing forward to trying to weather the
storm. That is his ambition, and it
should be the aim and ambition of this
House. So far as I am concerned-and
I believe I am speaking for the little
coterie in this cornr-it is our aim and
ambition to give every assistance pos-
sible. But it is idle to give every
assistance unless we are satisfied that
the economies which are required to be
practiced, are real, and unless we are
satisfied that the loan worksi, particu-
larly the new ones, are such that they
have the sanction of this House before
we are committed to them. Unless we
are satisfied that every care is going to

be exercised, I say it is idle to come
to this House and ask for sympathy or
support. If the Government come to
us, I say without the slightest restrict-
tion that any brains or ability which I
possess, they are welcome to at this
present juncture.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

Homse adjourned at 10-43 p.m.

Wednesday, 22nd September, 1915.
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The PRE,1SIDENT took the Chair at
at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-STATE STEAMSHIP
SERVICE, DIESEL STEAMER.

Hon. W. KINtJSMIILL asked the Col-
onial Secretary: 1, WVhat circumistances
occuring prior to 12th July, but not de-
tailed on the file laid on the Table, led
to a report being furnished on the
Diesel steamner "Kangaroo" by Sir J. H.
Biles 7 2, Has hie yet sscertained the
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name of the insurance company, intro-
duced by Sir J5. H. Biles, wvho financed
this operation? 3, What is the nature -if
the business carried on by Sir J. H. Riles
& Co.? 4, In view of the exceptional
nature of the financial method involved,
and in order to give Parliament an un-
trammelled and clear-cut opportunity of
expressing an opinion on this transac-
tion, wvill the Government in their pro-
posed Loan Bill deal with this matter'
only?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re
plied : 1, When it was decided to eni-
deavour to replace the "Western Atus-
tralia" the desire was to obtain, if pos-
sible, either a Diesel-engined or oil-fired
ship. Inquiries to this end elicited from
Sir John Riles the information that the
"Lalandia" (now "Knao, as indi-
cated on the file) was completing, and
would probably be for sale; but Sir John
Biles states hie could not recommend her
purchase for the purpose of replacing
the "Western Australia." It then oc-
c-urred to the acting manager of the Ser-
vice that a favourable opportunity was
presented of acquiring a suitable vessel,
wvhich would be necessary in connection
with the Wyndhami Freezing Works. This
led up to the obtaining of the report
on the vessel by Sir John Riles. 2, Yes;
the Legal and General Life Assurance
Company. 3, Naval architects. The
principal, Sir John Riles, is Vice-Presi-
dent of the Institution of Naval Archi-
tects, a member of the Society of N aa
Architects of U.S.A., all honorary mem-
ber of the Japanese Society of Naval
Architects; was in the Construction De-
p~artment of the Admiralty from 1.880 to
1890; Naval Architect to the Clyde Ship-
building Yard; Professor of Naval Archi-
tecture at the Glasgowv University since
1891; served on Admiralty Departmental
Committees on Mercantile Auxiliaries,
1901; Torpedo Boat Destroyer Commit-
tee, 1902-3; Warship Designs, 1905;
Board of Trade Departmental Committee
on Tonnage, 1905-6; Chairman Boats and
Davits Committee, 1912-13; Assessor on
"Titanic" Inquiry, 1912; British Delegate
on international Conference on Safety of
Life at Sea, 1913; is Consulting Naval

A)rchitect to His Majesty's India Office,
and to the Commonwealth Government
of Australia. 4, The Government sees
no reason for departing from the proced-
Lirc adopted by previous Governments in
this respect; this will afford Parliament
the fullest opportunity of expressing an
opinion on the matter.

QUESTION-UNIONISTS AND AR-
REARS OF FEES.

Hon. A. 0. JENKINS asked the Col-
onial Secretary: 1, Have any instructions
been issued or has any minute been for-
warded by the M~inister controlling the
Water and Sewerage Department to aily
workmen working uinder the department
containing instructions that if unionists,
who owed arrears of fees to their uaions,
did not make arrangements to pay up
those arrears of fees, they wvould be
treated aus non-unionists, and be dismissed
from their employment? 2, If so, the
(late of the instructions or minute, and
the full terms of same?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied : I, No such instructions have been
issued. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-N'DJSTHIES
ANCE ACT.

ASSIST-

Loan to Kalgoorlie and Boulder Firewood
Co., Ltd.

Hon. 1R. D. McKENZIE asked the Col-
onial Secretary: 1. On what date was the
amount of the loan £4,000 (under the
Industries Assistance Act, 1915) paid to
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Firewood
Co., Ltd.? 2, When was the bill of sale
over the two gas engines (taken as secu-
rity) registered? 3, Have the Kalgoorlie
and Boulder Firewood Co., Ltd. sold or
parted with their interest in the Benia
Consols Leases, and in machinery in-
stalled thereon?9 4, If so, who are the
present owners! 5, Were the two gas
engines included in the sale? 6, Has the
bill of sale been transferred? 7, In the
event of default, are the Government
satisfied that they can legally take pos-
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session of the said engines? 8, Are the
Government satisfied that the engines
would realise the sum that they have ad-
vanced against them'?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, 6th March, 1915. 2, 24th
March, 1915. 3, The Company has only
leased the mine. 4 and 5, Answered by
No. 3. 6, No. 7, Yes. 8, The Govern-
inent is satisfied that the engines will
realise the balance of the loan now out-
standing.

SELECT7 COMMITTEE, RETIRE-
MENT OF C. FK GALE..

Extension of Time.

On motion by Hon. 3. 3. 1-OLM1ES,
the time for bringing up the report of
the Committee was extended to Thuns-
day, 30th September.

MOTION - AGRICULTURAL SET-
TLEMENT AND IMfMIGRATION.
Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East)

[4.37] : I move-
1, That, in the opinion of this House,

the Government should appoint an
Honorary Commission of three ex-
perienced settlers to prepare for sub-
mission to Parliament a schemie . or
attracting and settling on suitable
areas in thiis State a large number of
immigrants from Europe after the close
of the war. 2, l'hat the foregoing reso-
lution be communicated to His Excel-
lenzcy the Governor.

The Government, -who are nowv, to my
mind, stagnating the affairs of this State,
came into office with loud] claims as im-
maigrationists. What have they done to
substantiate those claims? They -ad-
mitted the immigrants who had been con-
tracted for by their predecessors; they
admitted a number of persons nominated
by people who wvere previously here.
They could not -well refuse to do that.
But what else have they done? The
Public Service Commissioner, wvith un-
conscious irony, has supplied the answer.
In his apology for complicity in the re-

tirement of Mr. Gale from the office of
Chief Protector of Aborigines, he ex-
plained in as clear terms as he could use
that the work of the immigration officer
had ceased; his occupat ion was gone;
and in order to make room for this of-icer
whose occupation had gone, he made a
recommendation for the retirement of
Mr. Gale, whose occupation continued.
This is not the time nor (lie place to dis-
cuss the peculiar log-ic of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner. The point I make is
that it has been officially stated that fin-
migration has practically ended and
Ministers who came into office with loud
claims as iinnigrationists have settled
dlown comfortably to look at this enorm-
ous country stagnating because of the
sinallness of its population. Three
hundred and twenty thonsand people
for this enormous coun try of a
million square miles I There is no
mystery about the changed aspect of
the Government. The union bosses,
who, as a kind of side line, boss
the Ministers, believe that the fewer peo-
ple there are in the country the bigger
(ie individnal chance of work, and that
-the fewer the people the miore mioney
there will hie for each one. That is thleir
doctrine and so they have converted these
MAinisters into anti-immig-ratipuists, or at
all events they have led them to Suspend
(heir zeal on behalf of immigration. But
these union bosses have gone further than
thant. Their idea is that of the boys born
here only a percentage shiall be allowed
to train to earn a livelihood. They asked
the Arbitration Court to order that there
should be only one leairner for every four
trained men. That is their peculiar re-

quest, and the amiazing part of it is that
I he Arbitration Court has fallen in wvith
the idea and on a number of occasiuns it
has endorsed this philosophy: of the union
bsses. In this way the union leaders aire
doubly pua isn nd stagnating this
State. They aire, as far as they, can effect
it, shutting the doors agaist i mmigration
and preventing our own boyvs from fol-
lowing their fathers; inl earning their live-
lihood. Now. of course, T will be an-
swered that there are avocations outside
those covered by the union bosses. if
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there are it is not their fault, for they
are trying to bring every avocation under
their own control, and is it to be supposed
that they will hav a different rule for
any other avocation thnte'have al-
ready asked the Arbitration Court to de-
cile on, namiely, that there shall be only
one learner for every four trained nien
in a community? Every father is sup-
posed to have two or three or even four
sons. When I was at school in the healthy
country, in which I1 had the happiness to
live. J. do not think I hiad] a schlool tellow%
who had not three or four brothers. I
had five. That is a healthy condition of
life, hut the union bosses say that it is
destruction, for the fewer thle workecrs
lie more mnoney there will be for

eac~h one. "Keep out this imnugranis
and do not let more than a percentage
or the boys learn how to earn their
livelihood.? That is the plain E1]glin'h
of* it, aund the A inisters of thle Cr'own to-
laiy, a,, filr as they can, are carrying out
the behiests of those union bosses. Thell
wVorn of 6LI iolmrug;ratior o01 icer ilat gom-'.
and a place has been made for him by re-
tir-ing somieone whose work was goingu on.,
That is tile sil. Noutwithstndinl"
this. T have no doubt Ministers will still
s4ay they ar-c inumigi-ationiists. I suppose
tile Colonial Secretary, representinga thle
Government in this Rouse, wouldl saY he
is in] favour of inluigr-ation, It would,
perhaps. not he fair to sa 'y that his
silence egivcs consent. but I know he Pro-
fesses Io be an imigratiorist. I as k
bill therefore to give the best atten-
ion, to tile proposal contained in

myv motion. I-here is a proposal to
mneet thle case. I will admit that
the Government omeers could produce
a1 nice p~aper 9rheme of immigration that
would look as well as one prepared inl thle
way my motion sug1.gests. bnlt no one canl
Move about aniongst the people engaged
in the primiar ' industries of this country
without conming to thle conclusion that the
mlen who have gained lpractieal experience
are the men to show how to do it. They
aire the mnen to guide others who desire to
Follow inl their footsteps. 'My motion
proposes that the G.overnment appoint anl
honorary commission of three esperi-

encd settlers. There -will he no difficulty
about getting them. I can suggest three
or four sets of three capable men each.
I could pick in this House a set of cap-
able mren who would be delighted to do it
as an honorary work. I ask that the Gov-
erment entrust the honorary commission
with the dut 'y of maturing a scheme for
attracting, and settling a large number of
immigrantIs onl suitable areas in this State.
What are the difficulties in getting immi-

gatThere Ire the tics of home -and
kinship to be relinquished by the people
whlo wvill igrate. This is thie main diffi-
eulty. The people have ties of home and
kins;hip and it is a great wrench to get
them to come to a new country, but this
alwful wvar has riven the ties of home and
kinship for nnmbers of people in Europe,
in Belgium, in France, in Italy, and in
Great Britain. Numbers of people in
those contries have had these tics rudely
IJ-ro aqfunder and,' when the war is over,
tihey will be looking for some peaceful
tpp-ritorv whmerein tn make new homes.
Thlat is the time for a country like Ais-
Iralia to move. South Africa is moving.
Thme -Minister for Defence in the Union
Government. speakingz the other day, said,
"WNe must prepare to attract immigrants.
Immtigrants are flocking now to the
United States and Canada, and those
countries will soon be filled, and Sooth
Africa will he the only place for over-
crowded Europle to send their pl)e to."
Australia is a far better place than South
Africa, and Western Australia has the
best inducements of all to place before
immigrants. 'We want to be ready; we
-ire not ready now. The Minister will
admit that. We have actually taken our
one and only immigrantion officer and dis-
possessed an officer in another depart-
mnent to make room for him. IThat is the
condition of our immigration office. We
hare closed our survey offices and we have
scattered to the four winds the able band
of surveyors that had been assembled in
this State at ereat trouble and no little

Sos4t, and those surveyors who re-
main here holding on in the hope of

it hance in the policy of this
State are struggling for a bare living.
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We are not ready for immigration to-
day, and we should get ready. .An
honorary commission of three experi-
enced settlers-and I niyself could nomi-
nate four sets if the Government desired;
there would be no trouble to find them-
a comission of men who have gone
through the mill and made a success, men
who know the country and who know bow
to develop it, these are the men who could
make the plans and offer, not fantastic
and imaginary attractions, but the solid
and real attractions that the country pos-
sesses. They could put these in form for
the people whomr we desire to attract here
to read.

H-on. J. W. Kirwan: Why send the
motion to the Governor? It is rather
unusual.

Hon. J1. F. CULLEN: I will explain
that presently. One of the most im-
portant items of their scheme will be a
plan for the lads, many of whom have
been left fatherless, many of them
orphaned, lads who would make splendid
settlers in a newv country like this, The
Allies, who will have to settle up affairs
after the war, would be relieved to find
an opening for boys, and such an asset
to a country like this would be incalcul-
able, boys of suitable physique who
would be placed under practical training
for agricultural and pastoral work-
why !the union bosses would be amazed
at the rapidity with which such boys
would become employers of labour. I
would like to turn aside to say that some
of the union bosses in their anxiety to
lessen and restrict ordinary immigration,
have said that they would not mind if
people came here with money to employ
labour. They would even touch the ac-
cursed thing capital, and the accursed
capitalist, that is, from their point of
iiew. They would have him and his
money in preference to having anyone
whom they thought would share in the
money that is going. These bosses would
he amazed at the ratpidity with which
well trained young fellows-I mean well
trained in farming pursuits,-would in
turn become employers of labour. The
commission, out of their practical know-

ledge, would prepare a scheme. They
wvould suggest what areas should be
thrown open, how far-they might be pre-
pared in advance, and some scheme
whereby boys of suitable physique could
receive the necessary apprIenticeship or
training for work on the land. I am
sure there would be no difficulty in get-
ting suitable men, and that they would
undertake the duty with all their hearts,
and the country would he the richer for
the results of such a scheme. I want to
impress this House, and through it this
country with this view of the situation:
For a spacious country like this, the first
want is men. Even more than capital,
wes want men. It is as easy to govern-
and when I say govern, I mean all she
ramifications of administration - three
millions of people as three hundred thou-
sand. It costs little more to provide
roads and railways and schools and all
the public utilities for three millions
than for a population of 320,000. It is
a costly process trying to administer this
enormous country with 320,000 people, a
most costly process, and the only way to
cheapen it is to multiply our population.
I commend the motion to the House. For
the benefit of the hon. Air. Kirwan, I
wish to explain, as I explained last even-
ing, that my reason for asking that this
resolution be forwvarded to His Excel-
lency the Governor, is that it would not
otherwise be certain to go to the Execu-
tive. I am sure hon. members will under-
stand and appreciate my remarks when
I say there is no other way of making
certain. This is a matter the country is
feeling--

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Is this not a
matter more for Cabinet than the Execu-
tive?

Hon. J. F. CIULLEN: That is my
meaning. Anything sent to His Excel-
lency the Governor is sent to the Execu-
tive Council. This is the usual process
in the oldest Parliament of Australia,
namely, New South Wales; all the reso-
lutions are forwarded to His Excellency
the Governor and by address.

Hon. H. Millington: Just now we are
sending men out of the country.
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Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The union lead-
ers think that if we have fewer men each
will have more money. We are lending
our best men-for the best are volunteer-
ing-to the 'Motherland for the time
being, and we- hope that most of them
will come back, and I desire to see a
great many more come and help to get
full possession of this country and its
tlent wealth. I commend the motion to
the House, and although at p~resent Mini-
isters are afraid of their lives to venture
on immigration, I hope that when wve
impress them with the fact that
the real people of the country-those
who are carrying on the industries
and making the country,--desire more
population, they will give heed to
it. These people realise that it is
bad for everyone to have such large
vacant spaces in this country. Rathier
than carry a railway for 20 miles through
sparsely populated areas to the next
centre of settlement it would be far bet-
ter if the lands were occupied all along
and if all tlae, country wprp .- lvolnpcA
and this can be done only by securing
population. I hope this House will carry
the motion unanimously. There is no
reason why we should not (10 so, for even
Ministers say they are immigrationists.
T an, accepting their protestations, and I
am saying to them, "We are all with you,
the whole country is with you, if you
will only get the right kind of people."
When I say "the right kind" I do not
mean wealthy people. If they are
moneyed. so much the better; bunt if they
have nothing except industry and tlhri rt:,
the more of those people we can get the
better. I will add only this word-if
legislators will not rise to the occasion,
then the country will have to force their
hands.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary
debate adjourned.

BILL-ROADS ACT AMkENDMENT
A ND CONTINUANCE.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILLS-(3): FIRST READING.
1, Grain and Foodstuff.
2, Cottesloe Beach Rates Validation.
3, Licensii g Act Amendment Continu-

anice.

Received from the Assembly.

BILL-WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

In Commnittee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon.
WV. Kingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Schedule "D" -Weights for bushel,
Section IS:

[Hon. WV. Patrick had moved an
amendment, "That the word 'seed' be
struck Out after 'wheat.'"]

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
support the amendment, concerning
which I have consulted with the Crowvn
Solicitor -, Air. Sayer, and the Commis-
sioner for Wheat Belts, Mr. Sutton. Mr.
Sayer writes as follows on the matter:-

I haive conferred with -Mr. Sutton,
and lie advises me that Clause 19, re-
lating- to the weight of "bushel," should
apply to Avheat generally, and not only
to seed wheat; therefore the amend-
ment required is to omit the word
"seed" after "wheat" in the last line
of Schedule D. This brings the law
into accordance writh the existing,
Weights and Measures Act, No. 11 of
1S99 (see Section 32 of that Act and
the Seventh Schedule) providing that
wheat generally is 6Olbs. to the bushel.

Mr. Sutton has also communicated wvith
me as follows:-

A bushel is a measure of quantity,
and the weight of a measured bushel of
wheat varies according to its quality
and condition. Neither seed nor mill-
ing wheat in Australia is sold by mea-
surement or by the actual weight of a
measured bushel of wheat, for, ob-
viously, this wvill vary from year to
year. To facilitate the sale of wheat,
the term bushel is given an arbitrary
meaning, and is understood in the in-
dustry to mean 6Olbs. avoirdupois. All
transactions connected with the pur-
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chase and sale of wheat are conducted
on this basis. Thus, though a measured
bushel of F.A.Q. wheat might weigh
O2lbs., a purchaser of 100 bushels of
such wheat would not receive 6,200lbs.
-that is, the weight of 100 measured
bushels. He would receive 6,OO0lbs.,
the quality of which -would be such
that a measured bushel of it would
weigh O2Ibs.
Amendment put and passed.
Schedule, as amended, agreed to.
Preamble, title-agreed to.
Bill repo)red with amendments.

BILL - GOVERNMENT ELECTRIC
WORKS ACT AMENDMNENT.

In Committee.-

Resumed from the previous day; Hon.
W. Kingsrnill in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 7-Effect of amendments:
The COLONIAL SECR-ETARYt I

have consulted the Solicitor General on
the point raised by Mr. Colebateb. It is
jproposed to amend Subsection 1 of Sec-
tion 7 of the principal Act by adding a
proviso. Subsection 1 of Section 7
reads-

Before the Commissioner proceeds
to break uip any street or to open or
alter the position of any sewer, drain,
or tunnel, or of any wires, he shall
give to the person or local or other
authority under whose control or man-
agemnent the same may be, notice in
writing of his intention so to do not
less than three clear days before be-
ginning the 'work, except in cases of
emergency arising from defects in any
of the electric lines or works, in which
cases the notice shall be given as soon
as practicable: provided that when the
interference with the street, sewerI
drain, tunnel or -wires is required for
the purpose of connecting any branch
electric line to a main which has been
previously laid or provided, one clear
clay's notice shall be sufficient.

The Act is being amended in order to
provide that in ease of the owner being-
an absentee from the State a notice

posled uip On the land will be all-suffi-
cient, and this amendment will have a
retrospective effect, Mir, Sayer writes as
follows:-

An officer of the Raitlvay Depart-
ment has seeu me with regard -to

Clause 7, whereby the amendments are
made retrospective. The only portion
of the Bill that necessarily should be
made retrospective is the proviso in
Clause 5. It is believed that in all cases
notices have, in fact, been sent by post
although many have been returned
through the dead letter office; and 1
understand that the Commissioner has
hitherto affixed a notice on the land
where there was no known owner
within Western Australia. It is desir-
able to give retrospective effect to this
amendment to avoid the possibility-
although probably somewhat remuote-
of vexatious proceedings being taken
in case notices to absentee owners mnay
not have been sent to their proper ad-
dresses. As far as I can see, the only
effect of not complying with the re-
quirements of the Act as to the service
of notice would be, as I have said, to
lay the Commission open to proceed-
ings of a vexatious character.
Clause put and passed.
Preamble, title--agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
HORSE-RACING CONTROL.

1nterimn report, to adopt.
lion. F. CONNOR (North) [5.14]; 1

movle-
That in the opinion of this House

affect should be given to the recommen-
dations contained in the interim report
of the Joint Select Committee on
Horse-racing.

I wish hon. members to understand that
the interim report which has been pre-
sented to the House does not comprise the
fulil measure of the matter which has
been considered by the joint select com-
mittee appointed to inquire into (the sub-
ject of horse-racing. But as it is pro-
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bable that the full deliberations of the
joint select committee will not be avail-
able in timie to permit of legislation be-
ing passed this session, it was considered
h)r the select euniittce that it would be
advisable to reconiendc Parliament in

the nicantirne that certain restrieii ton,
should be p)Ilaced upon0 gamibling. The
members of thle eroijitee have not sparer!
themselves; in fact they imposed upon
Illreanselves thle necessity of visiting thle
goildfields to see thle local racing.

lion. A. G. Jenkins: That was an in-
llictioll.

11i. P. t'ONNOR : So far as their
deliberations have gone, thle mnembers of
the commiittee haive arrived at the decision
that there is undue gamlbiing in eonnee-
lion with boi-se-racing in this State. if
wve have to wail for tile final report of
Ilite comimittee, it will not be possible to
le-islate this session in connection with
tire matter. Therefore, tile committee,
having, thus far arrived at the conrcltlsioin
thazt there is undue gambling, and an oin-
due aniourit of horse-raeing in this State,
aesire to point out that it is necessary
that two evils, namelyi street betting and,
shopi betting, should he immediately sul--
pressed. tundoubtedly thfur are a meniace
to tire welfare of tile people, and the
members of tile committee 11old thlat it %vil
he to the intereits of tire people gelnerally
ii iliese two evils are at on1ce suppressedi.
rrlat is tile reason wiry, I amt moving I he
iotion, If it were possible for tue final
report of tile committee to hie plee1
before hon. nmembiers in time for the in-
troduction oif legxislation this. session,
t here wourld Ire iio necessity for the m1o-
tion, but it i.; probable that tilie full de-
liblerations of thle committee will not be
coneludle'l in timie to admnit of tire intri-
rinctioii of that legislation. Therefore,
this inltim re-ortL Ihas been brought
down, so that Parliament ia ' rule
straight away ii v pen tile queit ions of street
and shop betting-. Under existing (--oil-

citions, the authorities have not tile ncees-
sa ry , ower to prevent thiz street and
shop l-ettinL'. There is a municlpal by' -
law. certairlty. directed, towards the sni-
pie-sian of these evils- but it prescribes
that when a man is prosecuted for street

betting, it mnust be showa that be was
there for the purpose of betting. As a
mnatter of fact, any man eaii go down
(lhe street and make a bet, and it may be
utterly imlpossible to prove that be was
there for that purpose. Therefore, Par-
liamnent ought to accede to the proposition
rmade by the joirit committee, nailnely, that

it is necessary that there should be placed
in tire hands of the Government-not of
a Inlrnivjpality-power to suppress this
-trect and shop betting, which exercises

o evil anl influence. I do not wish to
labour lire question, indeed I scarcely
think it. is necessary. Quite recently T,
ais a nmeniber of th6 committee, witnessed
racingl at Bicton, and I can assure hon.
niembhers that I never saw more palpable
roping iii my life than was there to be
seen. It is di1lite certainl that the plublic
have no chance there. The hiorse-owners,
thie course-owners arid tie bookmakers
get tire lot.

1-Eon. Sir E. H. Wittenicom: Whby do
tile publie betl

u1ion. 14. C±NN Ott: Why should we
allow themn to bet? The committee. hold
that Parliament should he asked to im-
mnediately pass legislation to abolish
street butting, and that auithority should
be fgivenI to carry out the existing laws
wliilr, uip to tile present, have not been
enforced. That alone would serve to
abolisht some of the greatest evils. There
are other evils. wvhichi will be fully dealt
with ill the firlal report of the committee.
But in tile mneantime it is of the utmost
Irimortanlce that street and shop betting
should be iriimediately suppressed. At
present thley exist to an abnormal extent,
to the grave detriment of thle people of
tile State.

Hion. R?. G-. ARDAGH (North-East)
[.3.27] : As a member of the select comn-
miltee. I rise to second the motion. From
the evidence adduced before the commit-
tee onl tis particullar phase of the qoes-
tionl of horse-racing and gambling, we
hlave come to the conclusion that it is
absolurtely necessary that somne action
siould be taken at once to minimise this
evil. On the evidence before us, street
betting exists to a very large extent.
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Those who carry on this pernicious sys-
tern of soliciting bets on the main thor-
oughifares of our more important towns
and cities, are, to a large degree, persons
who do not bet on the racecourse. The
mian who bets on the racecourse usually
has to pay a pretty stiff fee to the racing
clubs for the privilege, and he finds he
has quite sufficient to go on with by bet-
liug onl the racecourse, and so does not
require to bet in the streets. I sincerely
hope that the recommendation sent for-
ward by the joint select committee of
both Houses wilt be adopted by both
H-ouses, and that the Government will
act upon the recominmend ation to immedi-
ately clothe the police with powers to
arrest for street betting. The evidence
given before the comimittee shows that
the authorities have not power to arrest
for this offence. I think it is very neces-
sary that they'should have those powers.
The committee have not had time to go
into the wiholc question, and in conse-
quence I am of opinion that Mr. Connor
was somewhat premature in making ob-
servations in regard to any particular
class of racing which has been held since
the appointment of the committee. The
main question we wvere asked to bring for-
wvard is that of street and shop betting,
and I think if the Government adopt our
recommendations they will be doing a
great deal of good to the community of
Western Australia. I do not -wish to
further labour thle question. In conclu-
sion I would say that ihie minimuam fine
for this offenice should be made a heavy
one, while thle minimum term of im-
prisonmient should be a pretty long sen-
tence. To my mind this is the only way
of dealing with the matter if we are going
to minimise the evil of gambling in this
particular direction. I sincerely trust
that sonic action will be taken.

lion. Sir E. H1. WITTENOOM
(North) [5.31]: While I do not propose
in any way to oppose thle motion be-
fore the Bouse, T think this is a proper
and useful time to consider the question
of betting and horse-racing getlerally. I
think it will be found, to a large extent;
that horse-racing in many instances exists
for betting, and that once betting is sup-

pressed it will probably do away with a
gnod deal of horse-racing.

lion. R. G. Ardagh: Confine them to
the racecourses only.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM1: I am
niot at this stage venturing an opinion as
to whether that would be beneficial or
not. I am perfectly convinced that there
lire numbers of lpeople who care nothinag
about horse-racing as an amusement, buNt
who taike tile g-reatest interest inl it as an
avenule for betting. There are thiree ways
,0' looking at the matter, nit andy, as to
whether horse-racing is carried oil en-
id T urA amusement, whether it is car-

ried on as an industry, or whether it is
meant to provide ain opportunity for bet-
Line. .1 am afraid the days when horse-
incing was carried on as an amusement
are gon. There are very few people now

who look upon horse-racing entirely
from the point of view of sport. I think
we should quickly find oat that this is

so if horse-racing was abolished, because
the niamlier of people who earn their
living- iii connection with it would be so
great that miany would be thrown out of
empllloymecnt, When we look at the mag-
nitude of horse-racing, and its far-reach-
ing effects, we mnust always look upon it
as an indlus-try. It has been argued, and
ir is well for the eoimiltce to take this
into consideration, that horse-racing has
been ilistituted in order to improve the
breed of horse-,. What they must con-
Filler now is whether hiorse-racing. can be
carried on satisfactorily without bettinga.
'Fliare inl tile position to take all evi-
dence on the subject and get much in-
Formuation,' and upon that evidence and
information to arrive at an understand-
Ing as to whether it can he carried on as
nil indiisi rv without the evils which we;
are told follow in the train of betting.
I' have pleasure in supporting the mo-
tion.

lon. A. SANDERSON (Metropoli-
tan-SuLburban) [5.34]1: 1 would be un-
willing to dlo more than thank members
of the select committee for thle work
which they declare they have done. The
work in connection with a select commit-
tee very often takes up a great deal of
time, and very often, too, members of
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such a committee receive very little
thanks for what they do. In this case,
I think that lion, members might say that
the interim report that we have reecived
is somewvhat lame and inconclusive. In
fact, the drift of affairs right through
the piece is certainly very astonishing to
rue. I regard it in this way: that the
Government having put our financial
atfairs on a thoroughly sound basis, have
row turned their attention to our morals.
They have allowed a select committee to
be appointed to deal with racing. They
have taken into their hands the Health
.Act, aiid they propose to refer the drink
question to the people. I shall have
something to say on the drink question
and on Ihe Health Hill, but at the present
moment I propose to confine my remarks
to this particular question. I was under
the impression, as one of the general
public, that it was considered that there
was too much racing, and that some steps
ought to be taken to minimise this state
of affairs. For several reasons these
steps should he taken, for it is almost
indecent at thisjncfr to --~ Iep
eongregated in large numbers for amuse-

nent and gambling at a time when we
are really fighting for our existence in
this wvar. That is one reason. One other
reason is the amount of financial waste
that is going oin, and as the posters which
have appeared in our own corridors have
showvr, one further reason is that young
men attending these race meetings ought
to lie going to help their brothers in the
trenches. We nowv come to this position:
that we ought to pass a resolution to the
effect that the law should be put into
force. This is the conclusion that this
select committee will ask the House to
nrnive, at.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh :You are quite
wrong.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Am I wrong,
or is tile committee?

Hon. II. G. Ardagh: You are.
Hon. Ff. P. Colebatch: The existing-

Act needs amendment.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Is it not most
interesting? Here are two members of
the committee talking to one another.
Let them settle the matter before T g

[361

on. One can only go by the statements
of tile members of the committee who
evidently know-they ought to know for
they were put there to find out. The hon.
Mr. Connor tells us that the existing law
should be put into force, arid the hon.
Sir Edward Wittenoom pertinently asks
whether the suppression of betiting wvould
do away with these race meetings.

Hon. Sir E. H. Witterioom: 1 think it
will.

lion. A. SANDERSON: If there is so
much unanimity in the Chamber on this
subject, how dloes it come about that tlie
select committee, after many weeks, has
not been able to arrive at a definile de-
cision in the mattert

I-on. F. Connor: They havtid a lot more
to consider than that.

I-on. A. SANDERSON: Than what?
Hlo,. F. Connor : Than merely thie

question of gambling.
The PRESIDENT: Order 1

Hon. A. SANDERSON: TPhis is the
conclusion that we are told by the hon.
1ir Counur and[ his supporters on tile
committee has been arrived at. This is
to be the sole conclusion. There is not
the slightest chance of bringing in any-
thing- else this session.

R-on. F. Connot-: That does not follow.
Eon. A. SANDERSON : The hion.

member told Lis that himself. He knows
Jperfectly wveil that there is very little
chance of any Bill being introduced this
session to deal with the question. If hon.
members think this is a sound conclusion
at which we have arrived I had better
reserve the rest of my remarks, which are
more or less on the same lines, when we
come to the Health Bill, and the refer-
endum on the drink question.

Honl. .J. F. ALLEN (West) [.5.39]: 1
move-

That the debate be adjiourned.
Motion put and negatived.

Hon. J. J1. HOLMES (North) [5.401:
I do not intend to oppose the motion, but
would like some further information on
the subject. To mx' mind this committee
was appointed to make recommendations
for the control of racing-.

Hon. R. G. Ardaghb: And so we will.
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The members of
the committee now come along with a
recommendation for the consideration of
street betting. Unless the people
patronise race meetings and race clubs
they will cease to exist, and if we stop
street betting it will have the effect of
forcing people to the racecourses in order
to make their bets. 'This is the only
logical conclusion to come to up~on that
recommendation. If I choose to make
a bet in the street and play golf for the
rest of the day, and if I object to go to
a racecourse at all, and while I am there
be wheedled into making more bets in
order to recover the money I have lost
on my original bet, I object to be forced
if I want to make a bet-and as a tual-
ter of fact, I do not bet-to a racecourse
in order to do so. Consequently, 1 am
not in accord with the motion before uts,
that we should put down street betting.
My idea is rather to put down betting
atltogether, for by that means we would,
I think, arrive at the stage which most
of its desire to reach. How, in the name
of comnzonsense, are we going to control
racing by prohibiting street bettingi
I contend that the object is to control
the number of race meetings. If we
are going to wake them more popular
every day, however, by forcing people to
attend them if they want to make a bet,
by affording them an opportunity to bet
on (lie racecourse and not on the streets,
then wve shall be defeating our object.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: They
always will bet.

Hon. J. J. 1-TOLMES: If people always
will bet-and that is admitted-why not
let them bet either on the street or on the
racecourse 7 If the prohibition of street
betting would minimise the danger, I
would be in accord with the motion. To
my way of thinking, however, we shall
be forcing the people to the racecourses
in order to make their bets. I agree
with the mover of the motion that we
have not a hope-at all events I doubt
very much whether the general public
have any hope-on the Bieton racecourse
with our money if the horses are run by
the bookmakers and are run to lose. ]

read the other day in the newspaper the
evidence of a witness who was being
examined in the Bankruptcy Court
who said he had owned horses, ridden
them, and trained them, and that even
then they beat him. If a man who owns,
and trains, and rides horses is beaten,
what hope is there for the general pub-
lie? And yet, the recommendation of
the committee is to force bookmakers oat
of the street and to drive them on to the
racecourses where men on all sides are
sure to get reoked. The hon. Mr. Connor
tells us this afternoon of what happened
at Bicton. I will tell the House what
happened at Goodwood. The incident
I am going to mention did not come
under my personal observation. It was
related to me by one of the most reput-
able citizens in WVestern Australia who
attends irace meetings regularly. He
wvent to this particular racecourse on one
occasion, but said he would never go
again. He is the soul of honour, and,
if this is no additional qualifleafion, be
is a justice of the peace. He said he
sa~w a barefooted girl of 1.4 Years of age
making a bet at Goodwood. Al! she had
to bet with was the gain of one shilling,
and she got the odds of five shillings to
one. He did not wait to see whether she
gt her five shillings or not. We pre-

saime that she did not do so, and that she
lost her shilling. This is the sort of
place to which we are going to force
people to go to make their bets. I say
that the way we should deal with race
clubs is to put down betting entirely.
T.et uts allow them to use the totafisator
and stop all other betting. If we put
down street betting and allow betting on
racecourses we shall soon see what will
happen, and. we shall see how ineffectu-
ally' we shall have attempted to get rid
of the evil of betting.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: There will
be no horse-racing then.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : Would that
cause very much harm? Horse-racing
was all right when we ran our horses to
win, and when racing was conducted in
order to encourage the better breeding
of horses. Will anyone tell me to-day
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that the main principle of horse-racing is
the uplifting of the horse-breeding busi-
ness of the State? Any man who tells
me that surely does not expect ate to be-
lieve him. If lie (lid I would not do so.
Nowadays it is a matter, not of the best
horse winning,, but of whieh horse a man
can make the most money out of. I will
not be a party, much as [ desire to put
down betting altogether, to forcing
people to the racecourses in order to
make their bets, for, b 'y going Io the
racecourses for this purpose they are
generally obliged to make two or three
bets to recover their losses where they
will only make one bet in the street.

Hon. J. F. ALLEN (West) [5.451:
My object in moving the adjournment of
the debate was to enable me to place be-
fore time House certain information wvhich
I haed derived from the evidence given
before the conmnittee of which I happen
to be a member, but as the House has
decided that the question shall be de-
bated now I will endeavour as far as I
am able to deal with the question from

my, memory and nnt -s which 1 1av o
this question. I have elicited from the
various witnesses who have been ex-
samned that there aire two objects in view
in connection with racing: first, that of
the promotion of thie breed of utility
horses and secondly the element of sport,
wvhich is to my mind pre-eminent in this
State. If we are to look on the question
purely ms one of improving the breed of
horses then a great number of abuses
have crept into the sport as it exists to-
day. On the other hand if we are to con-
sider the question purely on the point of
view of sp)ort, then a great number of
arguments advanced by witnesses would
naturally have to be considered. Person-
ally I an, of opinion that nothing which
exists in any' community for the purpose
purely of sport, which has not for its
ultimate object some beneficial result to
the community, is an evil which should
he suppressed, and if the element of
sport is to be taken into consideratioa
in a larger sense than that of the pro-
duction of a better class of animal, then I
am opposed to that position. The ques-
tion before its to-day is not that which

the committee has been empowered to in-
quire into on the wider scale, it is a
question purely of the suppression of
street and shop betting, and if the House
will only consider it from that point of
view they will see the committee in in-
troducing this interim report have been
actuated by a desire to do something for
the benefit of the people as a whole. We
are at present faced Wvith IL Position
which is unparalleled in the history of
the world and it is necessary for the
nation at this time-and by that I mean
the English-speaking dominions-to con-
serve its resources to the uttermost, and
if this committee in introducing this
report have done something to direct
the attention of the House to a phase
of the question which is at the present
time leading to the dissipation of
national resources, we are doing some-
thing of importance to the community.
The question of street betting is one
which this House might seriously take
into consideration. The question of
betting as n whole is on flaint pe
to a great deal of debate. If the
question of betting is one purely of sport
then it is something which we may very
well leave alone. The question of sport
is one which, to my mind, leads only to
absolute loss to the community, but if it
is a question of something that is of in-
terest to the community and will lead to
an economic benefit to the community it
is something which we should sutpport.
The great evil, to my mind, of street bet-
ting is that people are enabled tinder the
present conditift of things to invest
moneys on possible events which may
never eventuate. They may be able at the
present time to invest money they can
ill afford on races that do not take place,
they are able to invest money on horses
that may be scratched, and they maty
have to save the situation by means of
taking other bets; and we have evidence
to show that a number of people from
time to time have been induced to bet on
races in advance of the occurrence to
such an extent that to save themeselves,
from disaster they' have to bet and bet
again, and the result is that these people
to save themselves from that disaster
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have to increase their liabilities to such an
extent that they have ended in the dis-
aster which they desired to steer clear of.
The question of street betting at present
can only be dealt with by means of the
by-laws that give the police no power
beyond that of taking the names of
people and prosecuting them. The evi-
dence taken before the select committee
has shown us [hat it is necessary that not
merely should this procedure take place
but it should he absolutely necessary for
the polie lo have the power to arrest. I
have only to mention to members that
the police can only take the name of a
person whom they have reason to believe
is betting in the streets but they have no
menus of proving in a court of law that
the person has betted, whereas if the
power was given to arrest a person, the
police have the proof on the person ar-
rested to show that the person has been
betting in the streets. This is an im-
portant point and it is the crux of the
whole situation. If the poiice have the
rower of arrest and have the power to
produce the proof in the court that a
person has been indnlging in something
which is iii contravention to the law some
benefit may ensue, but if the police have
no power to arrest they can produce no
proof that the law has been transgressed.
I think if membhers only take that into
consideration they will see the necessity
of doing something in connection with the
interim report of the commnittee. Natur-
ally the committee are des9irous of doing
some good work for the community. It
has been shown by the *eidence collected
to date that an enormous waste takes
place in the community, that a large
amount of money is expended in this
direction without even the least advan-
tage to thle community, andi it seems to
me that if we arc in earnest in endea.-
vouring to see that the community are
practising that economy which we desire
to see at the present moment, an effort
should be made to stem the trend of waste
which is taking place amongst us. The
House will be wise to consider the ad-
visability of taking into serious consid-
eration the recommendation of the com-
mittee in this direction.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)
[5.54]: As a member of the committee I
should like to endeavour to remove any
misapprehension in the minds of mew-
be,er which may have been created by
the remarks of Mir. Holmes. This comi-
mittee is making exhaustive enquiry and
wilt furnish a complete and comprehen-
sive report dealing with the question sub-
mitted to them, but I think Mr. Holmes
and other members will recognise that
the question is a difficult one. There
are many points which have been raised
and it would be unreasonable to suppose
that a committee consisting of ten menm-
hers taken from both Houses, selected
from all parties, could easily agree on
the whole of the issues placed before
them. Rut the committee were unani-
mous on this, that if possible .some-
thing should be done and done quickly
to decrease to some extent what I at
all events think is one of the greatest
evils uider -which we are lahouring at the
present time, the evil of over-racing and
consequently over-gambling. Wbether or
not the whole matter of racing referred to
the committee and which will be reported
on at an early date, will be dealt with by
legislation this session depends, not on
the conimittee, hut on the Government.
The committee feeling that there is Some
risk that the whole questions may not be
dealt with, and that some little time may
he occupied in reconciling the views o f
the committee on the number of issues,
they say' that this is one point on which
they are uinanimous, let uis try and get
Parliament to do something. Mir. Holmes
smiles, he apparently is a supporter of
street and shop betting.

Mr. Holmes: I am not a supporter of
l~ti~at all.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: There is
not in this community any greater abom-
ination than street betting. There is
nothing so offensive to me, particularly
at this juncture, then to walk along St.
George's terrace on a Wednesday after-
noon and see the number of men indulg-
ing- in street betting. If the Government
are not willing to devote sufficient time
to deal comprehiensively with this ques-
tion of racing in this sesson-and I say
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that if we have work of this character to
do we should do it-but if the Gov-
ernment will not introduce a Lorprehcn-
sire Bill we should appeal to the Gov-
ermnent to suppress this abominable
street betting. It is easily suppressed, a
slight amendment of existing legislation
will do it, if that legislation is strongly
enforced.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And you will force
people to attend race meetings.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I do not
think it will. These people congregate
in the streets betting at a time when there
are no race meetings being held in the
metropolitan area or even in Western
Australia. If the Government are able
to restrict tire racing dates in Western
Australia anti still allow the street betting
to continue it will not benefit the position.
The crowds will still congregate in the
streets and they bet on races. which are
being conducted in the Eastern States.
Our- Standiag Orders prohibit the dis-
closing of evidence or documents collected
by the select committee until theyr report

tu iHouse. F'or that reason it was imn-
possible for Mr. Connor or myself to sub-
mit to the House the evidence on which
the committee carne to their conclusion,
but when I say it is the unanimous con-
clusion of a committee drawn from both
Houses and from all parties, I think the
House will be slow to ignore the recoin-
mnendation.

HFTon. A. G. JENKINS (Metropolitan-
Suburban) (0.0]: 1 desire to congratut-
late the select committee on the interim
report which they have brought in. The
House and the community are indebted to
that committee for the manner in which
they have tackled this problemn in the
limited time they have had at their dis-
posal, and T can appreciate the fact that
it was impossible for them in the limited
time at their disposal to bring in a full
report on the whole question of racing.
In their wisdom the select committee de-
tected the two evils which want suppress-
rng, and they undoubtedly do want sup-
pressing. Any6ne has only to walk down
the street to see to what an enormous ex-
tent these two evils hare grown in the last

few years. This is the only State in Aus-
tralia, and I am pretty safe in saying it
is the only place in any English speaking
community, where street betting is al-
lowed to be carried on with impunity. In
every other State, and in England, there
are most drastic laws for the Suppression
of this evil. In some cases imprisonment
without a fine is the penalty which is in-
flicted. That only shows how gravely
lpeop~le who have hadl experience of it con-
sider the evil. Unfortunately, the law as
regards shop end street betting has not
beern applied as strictly as it might have
been. So far as strcet betting is con-
cerned, there is a municipal law to pre-
vent it but it provides only for a paltry
fine, and delinquents have been fined £2.
£,5, and in some cases £10. The police
magistrate, in imposing the penalties, has
referred to the fact that it only amounts
to a license fee which the bookmakers can
well afford to pay. It comes from the
money which they make from the people
who can ill afford to lose it. As a rule
the street bettnr is n na, Y6r is not in
the position to indulge in that kind of
thing- and invariably, too, he is a maln who
cannot afford to pay his fare and his en-
trance money to aL racecourse. That man
would never think of a race meeting if
street betting were prohibited.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Why not?

Hlon. A. 0. JENKINS: Becauise he
could not afford to pay his entrance fee.
The select committee went to try and stop
that man from betting in the streets and
in shops.

Hon. W. Kingainill: Stop him betting
everywhere.

H'on. A. G. JENKINS: That is not the
question at the present time. Our atten-
tion is just now being drawn to two evils
and the House is asked to remove them.
The police have power to arrest in regard
to betting in public places, but, as it has
been pointed out,. it is very difficult to get
c'onvictions. As regards shop betting,
there is a section in the Criminal Code
which provides for a severe penalty, but
again it is very difficult to catch these
shop bettors. Something more drastic is
required. I know,. and every bon. member
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knows, that throughout the metropolitan
area there are numerous shops conducted
solely for the purpose of betting. On the
goldfields also there are many shops which
are entirely devoted to the same purpose.
That is not the state of things that should
be allowed to exist in the community.
Year after year we have had reports from
the Commissioner of Police calling atten-
tion to the evil of betting and asking that
legislation might he introduced, hut no-
thing has ever been done. I. do not know
why. Successive Governments have been
asked by the Commissioner of Police to
bring in a drastic law to suppress it.
Here is the opportunity for the Govern-
ment and I have no doubt that the House
wvill unanimously agree to the suggestion
of the select commnittee, that t~e two ob-
noxious evils to wvhich they have referred
shouldf be legislated against. The Gov-
ement should now show that the y are
in earnest on the question. There is
ample time in the present session to put
through a short Bill which will utterly'
crush the evils. There can be clauses im

that measure which will make it abso-
lutely impossible for people to carry on
these practices. Anyone can go down
St. George's-terrace in the months of Oc-
toeber and November, when the big meet-
ings are being held in the Eastern States,
and they will see for themselves to what
extent the gambling evil manifests itself.
The Terrace looks more like a racecourse
than an ordinary business thoroughifare.
Such a thing is not tolerated anywhere
else in the world. Why should we tolerate
it here? There mayv be one or two re-
putable bookmakers who do a certain
amount of street betting. but as a rule it
is the banger-on who becomes very ob-
jectionable.

lion. J. Duffell: He is a parasite.

lon. A. G. JENKINS: Exactly, and
lit is the man we want to wipe out. We
can see for ourselves daily the loafers
who hang around the Terrace doing no-

-thing hut living on the unfortunate work-
ing man. because it is the working man's
money that they accept in wagers. 'fliese
loafers will allow more useful men to go
to the front and fight for them. while they

themselves stay behind to jive in idleness,
or practically speaking on the misfor-
tunes of others.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Yout see the same
thing on a racecourse.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: You do not.
A man who goes to a racecourse invarn-
ably is able to put some money on a horse.
At any rate we do not see gambling in
thme same fo,-m at a racecourse as we see
it in our business thoroughfares. It will
be time to discuss the question more fully
when the complete report of the commit-
tee is presented to the House. I hope
the House will agree to the motion. I
cannot for the life of mc imagine that
any h lon. member can have the slightest
sympathy with time two evils referred to.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary
debate adjourned.

Sittring suspenzded. fromn 6.6 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
iDebate resumed from the 16th Sep-

tember.
Hon. A. J. H- SAW (Metropolitan-

Suburban) 17.30]: 1 desire to thank the
hon. Mr. Sommiers for according me the
privilege of speaking on this subject in-
miediately after the Colonial Secretary.
I welcome the appearance of Ibis Bill
firstly because I approve of tife principle
of safeguarding the health of the people
from venereal disease, and, secondly, 1
welcome it becnuge if any Bill ever justi-
fied the existence of this Chamber it is
this one. As the measure comes to us it
is so full of flaws and so greatly imperils
the liberty of an innocent person that I
really wonder how it could have been
passed in its present form by another
place. For the person suffering from
venereal disease, it practically suspends
the Habeus Corpus Act. A person might
quite innocenfly contract venereal disease
and Yet, under time measure as it is tire-
sentedl to i's, hie might, at the whim of the
Commissioner and Governor-in-Council
icling on the advice of the Commissioner,
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he detained for years and no power on

earth could get him out so long as he re-
mained infected with this complaint.
Trhere is in the Bill as it coues to us a

socle right of appeal, but that right
of appeal does not protect the person so
long as lie isi suffering from this disease
in an infective condition. Therefore a
person might quite innocently contract
this disease, and there are many such, and
yet at the whim of the Commissioner and
the Governor-in-Counicil acting on the ad-
vice of the Commissioner he might be de-
tained in hospital or other *place for years.
We\T all well know that one of these dis-
eases does last for years and very often
we cannot positively say when it is per-
fectly cured. No power on earth: no order
of the judge and no right of appeal could
possibly get a person so infected out. The
onily thing that could get him out would
he a revolution and the storming of the
modern Bastille, Perhaps this is a con-
siderable condemnation of the Bill: yet
I welcome it because 1 approvje a! the
principles underlying it. I welcome the
Bill, because like the road to a certain
place, it is paved with good intentions.
T fulfly intend to support the second read-
ing. but whilst doing that I shall have
very many amendments to move in Comn-
mnittee, amendments which I think are
vital to the success of the Bill if it is not
to inflict great hardships on the commun-
ity. and I truist that the Rouse, instead of
referring the matter to a select commit-
tee-as I believe if that course is PUr-
stied it may mean that the Bill will be
shelved-will carefully consider the vani-
ouis amendments which will be proposed.
and if possible get this Bill into such a
shape that it may he of benefit to the corn-
rniunity. This is a Health Bill and T do
not believe for a moment that it is likely
to injuriously affect the morals of the
community. This is a most difficult sub-
ject because, whilst it-is aL health matter.
it is also mixed up with the question of
public morality, bnt. I do not; believe this
Bill as it stands,. although it has great
drawbacks in regard to the liberty of the
subject, can possibly injuriously affect
the morals of the community. Tt is a

Health Bill and not a Bill to regulate
vice. Before we can justly appreciate
the measure as proposed, it is necessary
that we should have some 'understanding
of the diseases for which this Bill is in-
tended to legislate. It is rather an un-
savoury subject and I may quote the
words of Don Quixote to Sancho Panza-
1ZIL is not made any better by stirring."
But I trust any remarks I have to make,
whilst they may be plain, because T
think plain speaking on this measure is
necessary, will not cause any offence to
the most delicate mind. It is necessary
that we should know something of the
diseases for which this 'Bill is designed to
legislate and I will first take the subject
of syphilis. Syphilis apparently became
prevalent in Europe somewhere about the
close of the fifteenth century. It was
supposed to have been introduced by the
sailors of Columbus on their return from
the first voyage to America. Thatf is
auiewhat in dispute, and it appears
probable that the disease was known to
the Chinese as long ago as two thousand
years before Christ, and it is also prob-
able that the disease had appeared in'
Eriiope before Columbus and his saiors
returned from their voyag-e to the West
Indies in 1493. Be that as ii may, some-
where about thant time this disease as-
stimed g1igantic proportions. It first ap-
peared in Npeso far as we know, and
it rapJidly spread over Europe. Tt was
of a most virulent type and assumed epi-
demic proportions, so much so that it is
said in a very short time 20 per cent. of
the inhabitants of those countries became
infected with the disease. The origin of
the disease was obscure, but it was at first
attributed, like everything else is. to the
unseasonable weather in view of the fact
that its real mode of conveyance wasr not
known, and naturally people did not want
it to be known. It was certainly preva-
lent in the time of Shakespeare for
Shakespeare in "Timon of Athens"l gives
us a most vivid and graphic description
of some of the ravages of this disease and
lhe was undoubtedly alluding, as any
medical man knows from the symptoms.
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diverse as they appear, to the latent rav-
ages of syphilis, wheu hie said-
conaumptions sow
In bellow bones of men, strike their sharp

shins
And mar their spurring. Crack the lawyer's

,101co
'That he may never more false title plead
Nor sound his quillets shrilly; hoar the

flaulen
That scolds against the quality of flesh
And not believes himself; down with the

nose,
Down with it flat, take the bridge right away
Of him that his partieular to see
Smells from the general weal. Make curled

pate rufflans bald.
All those symptoms, diverse as they ap-
pear, do undoubtedly allude to the ray-
ages of syphilis, and it is a most extra-
ordinary Cting that Shakespeare, with
that universal knowledge which he seems
to have possessed, undoubtedly knew a
great deal about disease, and ap-
parentlv from the sequence of these
sentences connected them up with the
later manifestations of syphilis. Sy-
phbilis is a disease which is some-
times severe and sometimes mild. Under
the ordinary methods of treatment
,which prevailed until the last few years,
we usually' considered that the person was
infective to others tinder certain condi-
tions for a period of about two years.
tUnder more modern methods of treatment
which are now coming into vogue, we im-
agine that the infective period can be cut
considerably shorter but that yet remains
to he proved. I am alluding to the treat-
ment of 606, Tf the patient is untreated,
or if hie is insufficiently treated, it is
probable that he remains infective for
about five years. Of course T give those
as general terms. The disease is usually
contracted in one way, that is by sexual
intercourse. It may however he contracted
in other ways and these have certainly
come under my cognisance, so I can speak-
definitely. It may be contracted by kiss-
ing a person infected with the disease.
If hie has secondary lesions he. may
undoubtedly convey this disease by
hissing. It may also be spread by suick-
ling a syphilitic infant and so a wet
nurse may get infected, or, on the other
handi a syphilitic wet nurse may infect a
clean baby. And many snrgeons have

fallen victims to this disease during their
lprofessional career by the fact of their
inoculating a finger during the course of
their wvork and muany of themn have suf-
fered very terrible consequences later on.
I have said that the patient may be in-
fective for this period but he may re-
main a sufferer and present manifesta-
tious of this disease for a very much
longer period than he remains infective,
and hie may also transfer the disease to
his offspring for a longer period. The
disease is, unfortunately, widespread. I
have no desire to alarmn the public, but
I think if I gave the House some abso-
lutely reliable statistics concerning the
disease lion, members would be astounded.

Iwas present at the Interstate Medical
Congress held in Melbourne during 1908,
at which a paper on this subject was
read by, the president, Sir William Allen,
p~athlogist of the M1elbourne Hospital
and the Melbourne University, one of the
most distinguished men in medicine in
Australia, and certainly the greatest au-
thority in Australia on syphilis. In that
paper he said that during the course of
1l00 post mortems wvhich he had made at
the Melbourne Hospital on patients dying
front diverse diseases for which they are
admitted to the Mfebouriie Hospital 100
consecutive post morteme examinations
taken at random-he found evidence of
syphilis in mnore than 30. He concluded
his paper in the following words:-

I am compelled to hold that in the
hospital p~opulation-

Of course, these statistics apply only to
hospital patients; but I presume the
patients of the Mfelbourne Hospital would
be drawui from at least one-half the
population of the city-

syphilis is widespread, a frequent cause
of death, a lpotent factor of physical
deterioration rendering patients much
more susceptible to other noim, and
adding largely to the moartality from
miany other diseases.

I heard Professor Allen, as he then was,
snake that stalenment; and it made me
think. At first I was inclined to consider
his statistic s exaggerated, but ever since
I heard that paper read in 1908 I. have
been keeping rTnv ores and my mind
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open. As the result of my observations
and of various mental impressions which
have been borne in on me since them-
because when this sort of tihing is forced
on one's notice it makes one think-I
have come to the conclusion that Pro-
ffessor Allen's statistics were not exag-
gerated. As the result of my clinical ob-
servation I affirm my belief that syphilis
is widespread in the eominunify. During
the course of a professional career ex-
tending over 25 yearts, I can recall hun-
dreds of victims of syphilis. They in-
clude men and women of the highest
character, and of all grades of society-
men and women whose lives have been
ruined by this disease. Many of them
found an early grave; many of them
still linger on in suffering and misery;
many of them have found a final shelter
in the lunatic asylum. Undoubtedly,
many of these patients become cured. The
great majority, indeed, become cured, es-
pecially if medical advice is sought earrly
and treainieL i. euubitwd' ' 0 ±f
ciently' long period, There is another
disease included in the scope of this Bill,
011( tha~t is gonrrhoea. Many people be-
lieve, and T have seen it stated by some
critics, that gonorrhoea is a trifling dis-
ease. It is not so. It is a most serious
disease. It has many complications, all
of them painful and many of them fatal.
I have heard eminent London surgeons
maintain that gonorrhoea. is really a more
serious disease to the community than is
syphilis. The unfortunate feature of
gonoirrhoea is that many people, whilst
apparently cured, and while believig
themselves cured, may continue to infect
others. That, I think,. is one of the most
serious features about the disease, and a
feature which has frequently given rise,
to terrible consequences. The troublewith
regard to these diseases. and especially
the first of them, syphilis, is that the
incidence of the disease is not confined to
the offender against morality. If that
were so, I could quite understand that a
section of the people would say of the
sufferer, "Well, he deserves it." If such
people were students of Shakespeare
they might repeat the lines from "Ring
Lear"-

The Gods are just, and of our pleasant vices
Make instruments to plague us-
though the reference in Shakespeare is
not to syphilis, but to the rebellious son-
duct of a bastard soji. 1, of course, do
not agree with those stern moralists, be-
cause the punishment is out of all pro-
portion to the fault. At any rate, those
of us who have medical knowledge will,
1 think, hold that opinion. If there are
in the community any who would be in-
clined to advocate the view to which I
have alluded, I would say to them in the
words of the Master, "He that is without
sin among you, let him cast the first
stone." I think I have said enough to
convince this House that there is urgent
necessity for legislation on this subject.
If any one does not think so, I would
like to ask him is hie satisfied with the
present condition of affairs? There are
some, I believe, who consider that legis-
lation on these diseases will tend to pro-
mote vice. I ask those who hold that
opinion, what value has a morality that
is only based on a fear of infection i
Turning from these general considera-
tions to the provisions of the Bill, I uin-
derstand that the Honorary Minister
(Hion. 11. H. Undeirwood) rather takes
pride in the fact that the measure is hot
the outcome of the labours of the Come-
missioner of Public Health, Dr. Hope.
That is the impression I have gathered
from remarks I have read. If my in-
pression is correct, all I call say is,
more's the pity; for Dr. Hope, as we
all know, has lahoured incessantly in the
cause, and in his reports he has Year
after year drawn attention to the preval-
ence of these diseases, and to the
necessity for taking preventive mea-
sures. I make bold to say that if the
Commissioner of Public Health had
drafted this Hill, we would have Bad a
very much better measure brought before
us-one free from the crude provisions
contained1 in this Bill. If the Honorary
Minister drafted it, I should say that hie
selected the most stringent of the clauses
which he could find in any corresponding
measure existing in any part of the
world. Further, I should say that be set
himself to exact the most severe penalties
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for the infringement of these clauses, no
matter how innocent such infringement
may be. I should say that the Honorary
Minister had drawn the measure with a
view of creating an autocracy, making
the Commissioner of Public Health an
autocrat. No doubt there are certain ad-
vantages in an autocracy. I believe that
at the present time it would probably be
a very good thing if there were an anto-
crat in another part of the world, to get
the wvar finished a little more quickly.
However, in any ease, I do not believe in
making an autocrat of either the Coin-
missioner of Public Health or the Gov-
ernor-in-Council for the purposes of this
mneasure, I do not wish to anticipate
the various amendments which I propose
to move, but. one matter is so imp~ortant
that I desire to refer to it here. A clause
of this Bill gives to the Commissioner
power to order compulsory examination,
and the evidence on which he is to order
that. compulsory examination, is act to be
disclosed. In this connection I have sug-
gested a certain amendment which, I an-
derstand from this morning's newspaper,
the Honorary Minister is not prepared
to accep~t. I do not know whether the
Government are prepared to accept it.
The amendment is to the effect that the
Commiissioner shall act only on a sworn
declaration, and that the person accused
shall have the right of seeing that de-
claration and of obtaining a verified
copy of it. That, of course, will to a cer-
tain extent safeguard people against
false witness. I should like to ask the
Colonial Secretary whether the Govern-
ment arc prepared to accept that amnd-
ment. The hon. gentleman does not reply.
As 1 say, from this morning's newspaper
I gather that the Honorary Minister is
not prepared to accept the amendment.
Akt all events, it is stated that the Hon-
orary Al% mister does not agree with the
amendment. On that point, all I can say
is that we imagine the Labour party as,
intended to represent liberty.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: You have not
been in the House long.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I always under-
stood that that was the claim of the La-
bour party-that they stood for the

liberty of rue subject. That -remark
seems to occasion laughter ini this House.
I will proceed to state a little experience
which 1 gained some 15 months ago, when
I had the privilege of being in Venice.
1 wecnt to the Doge's Palace, and in one
of the ante-chain ers of that palace I
was showvn a slit in the wall which at one
time had been known as "The Lion's
Mlouth." Through that slit the inhabit-
ants of medieval Venice were accustomed
to thrust secret denunciations of citizens.
and those denunciations were acted upon
by the Doge and the Council of Ten. Is
that the condition of affairs which the
Honorary Minister and the Labour party
seek to create by this Bill? Do they in-
tend to have a "Lion's Mouth" through
the wall of the office of the Commissioner
of Health to lodge secret denunciations?
It is said that there is no more bigoted
and no more intolerant person than the
religious convert; and it seems to me
that no sooner does the man who poses as
an advocate of freedom assume MKinis-
terial responsibility, than he wishes to
become an autocrat. One critic has said
that this measure will afford the medical
profession opportunities to blackmail
their patients. I never in my life heard
a mnore astounding statement. This Bill
gives. the person afflicted with venereal
disease the right of going to a medical
piractitioner for treatment and then, if
the sufferer is dissatisfied, of leaving that
medical practitioner and going to another
without first pay ing the bill incurred with
the former practitioner. The sufferer can
also go to a hospital and demand free
treatment. Under those conditions I
think the opportunity' for blackmail on
the part of 'the medical profession must
he extremely small. So far from there
being- any blackmail, the victim of vene-
real disease becomes the pampered pro-
tege of the State. It was proposed, and
I believe the Colonial Secretary intends
to altcr this, that the Bill should be ad-
mninistered by the police. To that I have
very strong objections. This should be
treated as a health matter, and not as a
criminal matter, and in this respect the
more we keep away fromn the police the
better for the smooth working of the Bill.
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I have nothing whatever to say against
the police. In my happily short experi-
ence of them I have always found them
anr extremely reasonable body of men.
But there are certain people who, just as
they get nervous when entering a doc-
tor's consulting room or a dets' chair,
so in the same way, when they see a man
in blue coming to their door, they think
that he comes on some dire mission. Con-
sequently, I think the further the Bill is
kept away from the police the better for
its smooth working. In far distant towns,
p~erhaps, there will be necessity for in-
voking the aid of the police, but in the
larger towns it should be a health matter
administered under the control of the
Commissioner of Public Health. I de-
sire to warn the Honorary Miaister that
if any good is to result from the Bill the
bacteriological staff of the Public Health
Department must be kept at a high level.
The day of naked eye diagnosis of the
disease and the handing of a bottle of

the treatment of this disease particularly,
we shall require the aid of the bacteriolo-
gist andl if the Bill is to do any good we
must demand a far larger staff of bac-
teriologists in the Public Health Depart-
ment titan we have at present. This is a
matter which I do not believe those who
are responsible for the administration of
this department sufficiently realise. In
my bumble way I have been trying to
insist on it to, I think, almost every Ad-
ministration that has been in power here
(luring the last 20 years. I know I made
the first representation on the subject to
Sir John Forrest in 1896, and in my
small way I have bee,, openly, advocating
it ever since. We must have a sufficient
number of bacteriologists if we are to
do any good. One reason why all similar
mleasu~res have failed in other countries
ilni been becaluse of the lack of scientific
kinowledge. The result has been that
numerous people infected with this dis-
ease, bilt apparently cured, were able to
,get clean hills of health and allowed to
go about among the public spreading this
disease wvholesale. That has been the
flawv in the administration of similar Acts
in other countries. Now, owing to the

advance of science, we have potent wea-
pon for the diagnosis and cure of this
disease, but we must have a well-equipped
Public Health Department or the disease
will remain. Another weak spot in the
Bill is in the bacteriological examination
to be made by the Public Health Depart-
ment. This can be done for a hospital
freci of charge, but when a medical prac-
titioner invokes such aid-anld I may say
it is absolutely necessary for us to do so,
because anl ordinary surgeon or physician
has not that knowledge of bacteriology
necessary to enable him to carry out his
investigations-when we have to go to
the LPublic Health Department to get this
dlone for us, we are charged fees ranging
from 7s. 6id, to two guineas. I admit that
the investigation required for two

gineas is an extremely laborious one.
But we are required under the
Bill to make certain investigations
and we shall require this help from
the Public Health Department, andI
claim that insmtieh as they do it free
for the public hospitals, they should also
do it free for the medical practitioner.
Of course it may be said that we hand
thre fee onl to our patients. That is not
so. In many of these eases the patient
pays nothing, and not only do we treat
the patent free, but we have also to pay
the Public Health Department for these
investigations. I intend to move an
amendment that these investigations shall
be carried out free of charge by the Pub-
lie Health Department when requested to
do so. Then there is. so far as I canl
gather from various discussions that have
taken place on the Bill, and from cer-
tain letters I have read, a spirit of hos-
tility to the medical profession. There
is noticeable in the Bill an attempt to
treat the medical profession unjustly. All
kinds of requirements are exacted from
a medical practitioner. For instance,
there are notifications to be made, an'l
one of these notifications, I shall have
to point out iii Committee, is almost ab-
sturd. For instance, a patient being
treated is supposed to come back within
four weeks, but if be fails to come back
wvithin six weeks the practitioner must
notify the authorities of the omission,
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or stiffer a penalty. Now, the practitioner
has not all his mind centred onl this
patient. He does not notice that the
patient has not come hack for six weeks;
yet if the practitioner fails to notify
the Commissioner that the patient has not
come h~ack within six weeks, he is to be
subjected to a penalty of £50. 1 think
ihat is perfectly ridiculous. It is the
same penalty as is to be exacted from the
man who wilfully inflicts venereal disease
on his fellow. Can anything be more ab-
surd?7 And then, not only are these pen-
alties to be exacted from the medical pro-
fessioii-it mnust not be thought that I
regard mlyself as being a representative
here of the medical profession; rather do
] regard myself as a representative of all
the people; but I am justified, I think,
in pointing out that under the Bill these
hardships are to be inflicted on the medi-
cal profession-but they are to receive
no fees for notification. These penalties
are to he exacted from them, and in the
ease of a man who is attached to a sit-
sidised hospital. a sort of part-time officer,
who receives a fee for the discharge of
eertain duties at this hospital, he is to
be compelled to attend all these cases
there, no matter what the social status
of those cases may be, and is to receive
apparently nothing for it. And not only
that, but if he fails to attend them, very
severe penalties are to be exacted from
him, inasmuch as hie is to lose the salary
due to him. I intend to draw attention
to that also in Committee. It will be ab)-
solutely necessary, if the Bill is to work
smoothly, that the Public Health Depart-
Tnent should also work smoothly with the
medical practitioner; and if any injustice
is, done to the medical practitioner this
Bill will be a failure. This is a measure
of socialism. The trend of legislation
ap~pears to he socialistic; but if theic
is to he socialistic legislation, for goodness
sake let it turn in the right direction, let
it tura towards the promotion of the
health and welfare of the people. I. be-
lieve the Bill is an effort in that direction,
imperfect as it is. I have many objec-
tions to it. Among other things it will
impair the confidence that has hitherto
existed between the mnedical moan and the

patient, and which the patient could ni-
wvays be quite sure would be respected.
But on the whole the principle of the
Bill is a good one, and if it will do any-
thling towards stamping out these terrible
diseases which prevail in our midst, and
of which thle public have no knowledge,
I wvill readily support it, claiming 'the
right to ame nd it to the best of my
ability.

Hon. C. SOMM%-EBS (MAetropolitan)
[8.111] The thanks of the Chamber are
due to Dr. Saw for the excellent speech
he has delivered. I welcome the measure.
I think it is anl honest attempt on the
part of the Government to grapple with
this great evil. After listening to the
able speech of the hon. member, one re-
alises how imperfect the Bill is. Tt shows
how necessary it is that a second Chamn-
her should exist. The passing of this
Bil in another place has pointed to that
necessity. I congratulate the Govern-
ment and I congratulate the Honorary
Mlinister on his public utterances in in-
troducing the Bill. Evidently hie has
given a great deal of time to the study
of its provisions, and his utterances
teemed iih interesting statistics show-
ing the terrible effect this disease has On
the community. I regret very much the
haste with which the Bill was passed in
another Chamber. A measure of such
far-roaching importance to the com-
munity should not have been hurried

in the way it was.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
is not in order in reflecting on the vote
of another Chamber.

Honl. C. SO1MIAlFS: Generally I
think measures of such importance as
this, when first introduced, before thle
second reading is proceeded with, should
be circulated as far as possible in order
to allow the Press reports of the con-
tents of the Bill to be thoroughly di-
gested by the public. Hon. members liv-
ing in country districts will agree with
moe when I say it is most difficult indeed
for the ordinary outback man to follow
what is happening in Parliament simply
by reading the extracts, good as they are,
which appear in the daily Press. Some-
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times. a clause which a man living out-
back regards as of great importance, is
only briefly referred to in the public
Press, and even before the news reaches
some parts of the State the Bill has
passed both Houses, and the opportunity
for discussion and for suggesting amend-
ments is lost by the people most inter-
ested. For that reason I deplore the
baste with which many Bills become Acts
before the public have a proper oppor-
tunity for discussing them. I think it
would he wvise if Bills of such import-
anice as this were sent to all recognised
bodies of workers in social reform, who
are doing so much good for the country.
It would give them that opportunity
which they have been denied in this case.
The Women's Service Guild has drawn
attention to the undue baste with which
this measure has been dealt wvith, and I
think rightly so. 'Members have a copy
of the Guild's circular and will note the

endorse that portion of the protest, but
I regret that I cannot endorse the reso-
lution which opposes the compulsory
clauses of the Bill, because without the
compulsory clauses the Bill would be use-
less. I amn afraid that the members of
many of these organisations which are
protesting against this Bill have no idea
what it really aims at, and have only a
vague idea of the strides which this ter-
rible disease has made in our midst. I
had intended to submit quite a number
of amendments with a view to improving
the measure, but I am glad to see that
the Government have already intimated
through the notice paper certain amend-
ments which certainly meet with my ap-
proval. The Hon. A. Saw has also dealt
exhaustively with it, and with his vast
knowledge of this dread subject. I have
not the slightest doubt that the Bill when
it leaves this Chamber will be greatly' im-
proved. With regard to the objections
which are raised by many of the organi-
sations; I have referred to, it is strange
that these very people who object to the
compulsory clauses raise no objection
whatever to isolation in the event of an
outbreak of small'pox or bubonie plague.

In regard to these particular diseases,
the patients are taken awvay at once from
the midst of their families, and their
families are not allowed to see them,
and even at death are not permitted to

p~erform the last funeral rites. But when
we attempt to deal here with this dread
disease. which not only concerns the indi-
vidual but the unborn child, we have
these protests. These people are wrong.
They do not realise the frightful imp)ort-
ance to the community of this grave mat-
ter alid the necessity for it to be dealt
with and grappled with fearlessly so as
to p~revent a further spread of the dis-
ease. The figures quoted by Doctor Saw
give one an idea of the alarming nature
of the disease. Even if we take grave
risks I think that the results we hope to
achieve will warrant us in making a few
mistakes. We all know that leprosy was
only stamped out in England by means
of isolation, and in the same way we
chnnld fairo sten here wvith this venereal
disease. I do not believe in shutting my
eyes to the ravages of the disease which
is making such inroads in our midst. I am
afraid that, bad and all as it is now,
after the war the suffering that is en-
gendered by it will he worse. It is not
very pleasant reading to read the para-
graph which appeared in the p~aper re-
cently dealing with a ship which is re-
turning from Egypt carryiug two hun-
dred military patients who will be landed
in Port Melbourne to-morrow, and the
significant words in the paragraph I
have mentioned are "suffering from a cer-
tain disease." Perhaps we shall get varied
phases of the disease presented to us in
Committee. Dr. Saw will probably en-
lighten us on the point. It is probable that
coming from that country the disease will
be found to he even more dreadful than it
is here. Two hundred of these returned
soldiers will be arriving apparently
tainted with the disease, and probably
there are no means of isolating them.
Perhaps there is no law to enforce, which
can make it compulsory for these people
to be isolated. If these cases are allowed
to go about they will naturally cause a
spreading of the disease, and these men
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will become more deadly than even a
German shell. When in Committee I
shall be glad to do all 1 can to safeguard
tlie interests of everybody. It is not pos-
sible to deal as one would like in the
second readinig debate wvith all the vari-
ous clauses of the Bill and the amend-
ments which will become necessary. 1,
therefore, content myself by saying that I
do hope, as suggested by Doctor Sawv,
that it will not be allowed to go to a
Select Committee, and that members
themselves will create a Select Committee
and go into this Most carefully, and so
turn out a measure which will be for the
good of all humanity.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Ketropolitan-
Suburban) [8.20] :It is not permitted,I
clearly understand, to impute motives
but certainly we want some explanation
as to why' at this particular juncture in
the history of Western A ustralia the Gov-
ernment have brought dtown this Bill.

Hon. R. G. Ardagli: They thought it
was necessary, I suppose?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: What is the
explanation for bringing this about?
We all know the position of affairs
which this State, as part of tile Empire,
finds itself as a result of this great war.
We all know how serious a matter it is.
What is the explanation why at this
particular juncture after the Government
have heen in office for four years and
this disease has heen, as wye have just
beard, in existence for four hundred
years, the Gvernment should bring down
this Bill at the present moment and rush
it through practically wilhout discussion!
I have two explanations-one is in con-
nection with the matter to which the hon.
Mr. Sommers has referred. If this is the
explanation of this sudden determination
to deal with the matter I will repeat
here- what I have said in connection with
so many other questions. Do hon. mem-
bers realise that we are living under a
Federal as well as under a State Gov-
ernment, and that the Federal Constitu-
tion, Clause 55. specially reserves to the
Federal Government anyv exclusive deal-
ings with quarantine? Let bon. mnem-
hers mark this, that the Federal Parlia-

mient have received at clearer and fuller
grant of power i-elating to quarantine
than the American Constitution on which
our Constitution is based. Let me put a
concrete case in connection wvith military
camps. Assume for a moment that we
have a military camp in Western Austra-
lia in which are some of those unfortu-
nate fellows affected by the disease.

Hion. R. G. Ardagh: There is no dis-
guising the fact that we have them there.

lHon. A. SANDERSON: I am trying
to deal wvith thle expl~anation for bringing
down this Bill at ilhe present moment.
If thast is the exhplanation it may be a very
good reason for doing it. Surely there
should be some reference to the Federal
Government. I ask the leader of the
1-ouse what power his officer has when
lie approaches the Fcderal military camp
of the Defence Department? That is a
question I would like lion,. members to
consider if tis is the explanation for
bringing dlown this measure. Further-
mor-e, the second possible explanation of
this is that we all know here and the
public know outside the position of
affairs in connection with our finances.
It is quite reasonable, I think, that by
any means tile Government should
wvish to divert public attention from
the amnazing- position that they have got
uts into. Havitng as I have said this
,afternoon, established our finances onl a
sound basis, they are now goingr to deal
with our, morals and this is one of the
methods of dealing wvithi the morality of
the community' if the first explanation
that I have given is incorrect. Before
passing fromt that Federal aslpect let me
ask hon. members to look the matter up
for themselves. If this has been brought
in for that sp)ecific purpose or mainly
on t hat account, surely there should be
some reference to thle Federal Govern-
ment and some consideration given t6
that aspect, or we shall find ouarselves in
an impossible position. I do not think
it is necessary, especially after what my
colleague has stated, to emphasise the
dreadful results of this disease. T would
only point out as has already been shown.
that we arc. I think, indebted to him. Of

1006



[22 SEPTEMBER, 1915.) 1007

iolrse he speaks with very special author-
ity, an authority that no others of us can
claim. If anyone wishes to realise
in this country the full horrors of
this disease let him go to Roebourne
and look at the native camp there.
I believe this has been shifted down
to some of the islands since I
visited the place. At all events when

-was there I was taken over the place
by the resident magistrate who was also
the resident medical officer. I do not
think it is necessary for as to emuphasise
the dreadful results of this disease in dis-
cuoming this measure. The figures which
have been given seem to me to be con-
tradictory, that is to say, the figures which
the leader of the House gave uts hie did
not attempt to reconcile when quoting
from the different medical authorities. I
should imagine myself that it is very
,difficult indeed to gel any accurate state-
ment as to the percentage of infection
throughout the country. We notice that

port of the medical profession. I do not
know what kind of support they have had
from the mcdical profession to-night in
this House. W"hen my colleague stated
that Ihe principle of the Bill was a good
one T felt inclined hy interjection to get
from him what the principle of the Bill
was, but realised how careful -you are,
Sir, in preventing usa from interrupting
each other. I will, however, now ask him
what the principle of the Bill really' is?
I can answer that question from the
speech that was made in the introduction
of this measure. T am referring of
course to these compulsory clauses, round
which probably' the whole debate will
centre. T ask lion. memnhers to recollect
that my colleague stated that he approved
of the principle of the Bill. The lender
of the House in introducing the Bill
said-

They are absolutely essential if this
Bill is not to become so much waste
paper.

And yet the leader of the House tclls us
that he has the support of the medical
profession. T do not believe he has got
it either inside or outside the House.

Hon. A. J_ HT. Saw: With amendments.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Mly hion.
friend tells us that he approves of the
princip~le of - the Bill. I flow ask him
what the principle of the Bill is?

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: The prevention of
venereal diseases.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: That is not
what the leader of the House who intro-
duced the Bill says. He says if he can-
not get these compulsory clauses the Bill
is so much waste paper. I am inclined
to believe that. How are we to reconcile
with this the statement that the medical
profession supports him? I am at a
loss to understand.

Hon. Sir E. H. \Vittenoom: He wifll
explain later on.

Hloi. A. SANDERSON: "Nothing so
drastic has even been proposed in any
country in the world." This is a state-
ment of another medical man outside this
House. I ask once more why at this
particular juncture in the history of
Western Australia the Government have
decided to bring down a Bill of this
talire and practically run it through

without any discussion. The Colonial
Secretary further remarks-

ITt has the support of a large section
of tile women of Western Australia
irresp~ective of political opinion, and
not only has it their support hut it has
their whole-souled advocacy.

What is his authority' for making a
statement of that kind? Surely in this
country of all others the women are able
to speak for themselves. From my
correspondence and my reading of
the newvspapers I say' that thie state-
mnent is on a piar with the statement
in regard to the Government having
the support of thme medical profession.
Mr. Sommers has referred to bubonie
plaguie as being- analagous to tfiis, but can
he tell me where the morality of bubonic
plague comles in? Surely whatever our
opinions on the moral aspect of this ques-
tion may be, it will be admitted that it
has moral aspects, bubonic plague has not.
Are we not bound to consult what I per.
haps should call the guardians of mor-
ality. or the disciples of the school of
morality? Are we not bound to consult
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the clergy on a matter of this kind? We
need not consult thenm on buhonic plague.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: This is not a ques-
tion of health.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: WVhatever
one's opinion on this question may be, if
anyone will have the temerity to tell me
that it is a question of health only, I say
let them tell that outside the Chamber as
well as inside. Surely it is obvious to
every school of thought oni this question,
T care not what the ideas of morality may
be, that this question has a moral aspect
which the bubonic plague has not. That
must be admitted by every hoi,, member.
If we had the opinions of the medical
profession quoted, and I admit they have
full right to speak oil this subject with
the clergy, will anybody tell me that the
clergy have not an equal right to speak
on this subject with the doctors? Is it a
question of health entirely? The clergy,
so far as I have been able to ascertain,
have not been consulted. I do not knowv
whether the Government have consulted
the women, hut if they have, a totally
wrong impression has been formed when
they tell us the Bill has the support of a
large section of them. I do not know
whether that means a majority' , but if it
does not mean that it means a large min-
ority, and it is highly questionable
whether they canl find a large minority: .
to say nothing of a majority, who are in
favour of this Bill as it stands. I think
we may safely leave the medical profes-
sion in this Chamber to look after itsa own
affairs.

Hon. C. Sommers: And ours too.
Hon. A- SANDERSON: I am referring-

to the financial aspect wvhich Dr. Saw
touched upon. I certainly endorse what
he says, because it seems to me a mon-
strous thing to throw these duties on to
the medical profession without giving
them adequate pecuniary compensation.
I do not supp)ose there is tiy profession
that does so much without gcttine paid
for it, and the Government now attempt
to deprive the medical profession of the
fees to which they are fairly entitled. I
suppose one may be permitted to outline
one's own views on this question from the
positive, rather than the negative point

of view. If we criticise a measure of this
kind in the way I have had no hesitation
in criticising it, I think one is fairly bound
to answer the cluestion if you are asked
it, what are you going to do, what is your
line of policy in connection with a matter
like this? Judging from the reports and
experiences of other countries, and judg-
ing from one's owvn knowledge of htow
these questions should be approached,
I would suggest that the treatment be
free, and the unfortunate patients have
everv inducement held out to he cured.
if thiey can pay let them pay, if not let
it be done at the expense of the general
taxpayer.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: And if they re-
fuse to bea cured?

Hon. A. SANDlERSON: Can the hon.
member or anyone else in this Chamber
tell me that anyv member of the commun-
ity, having th opportunity of being
cured, would not take advantage of it?

Hon. A. J. H. Sawv: Yes, T do.
lion. A. SANDERSON: I know hun-

dreds of people in this country wvho will
not and cannot take advantage of the
opportunity, if we make it optional or if
we ake it compulsory, and they are the
natives on the goldfields and in the North.

Hon. C. Sommers: Leave them out.
The PRESIDENT: There is too much

conversation taking place, and I would
remind lhon, members also that this is not
question time. All questions must be
asked at the beginning of the sitting.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I admit hav-
ing asked one or two questions, but I
think I have answered them my self.

I-Ion. J. F. Cullen: To your own satis-
faction.

Hon. A. SANDERSON;: Exactly, I
do nol think it is necessary to go further
because, as pointed out, there are many
elauses which can be dealt with in Com-
mittee, but I may he permitted to end up
by emphiasising thec point in regard to the
compulsory clauses. I suppose the Min-
ister will stand by them if the Bill is not
to become so much waste-paper. The Fed-
eral aspect of the question seems to be of
importance, and possibly of pressing im-
iortance, and I hope the Mrinister when
lie replies will make some reference to it.



[22 SEPFSMBER, 1915.]

lion. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM1
(North) [8.40]: 1 listened with con-
siderable interest to the introduction of
this measure by the Colonial Secretary
and I congratulate him on the very clear
and logical manner in which he explained
it. I also was exceedingly pleased to hear
Lte well chosen words in wvhich he dealt
with such an unsavoury and indelicate
subject. I desire to congratulate the
Honorary Alinister on his bravery, I
might almost say his extreme pluck, on
having introduced a measure of this kind
so early in his Ministerial career. I may
safely say hie is Ilite latest addition to
Ministerial rank. His experience must
be something under six months, and yet
lie has introduced to us at Bill of a miost
drastic character, and one wvhich ap)-
parently' no Minister has had the temerity
to grapple with hitherto. The Minister
has claimed the Bill as his own. Some-
one has said that it is Dr. Hope's. I can
only trust that good results will accrue
from it. 1 would like also to express my
appreciation of the admirable speech
which fell to-night from Dr. Saw. Here,
at least, wve. have evidence of facts from
an expert. We have not got the state-
ments of a fanatic. We have not got
statements . made from books and from
papers, and from hearsay evidence, but
we have the experience of an expert, who
has not only read and heard all that is
connected with this subject for years, but
who has bad practical dealings withi it.
It gave me great pleasure to find that we
had one amongst ius with such sound and
practical knowledge, and I think, not
only this Chamber, hut the whole of the
community, should be congratulated upon
that fact. Ta spite of the remarks which
fell just now from Mr. Sanderson, I
consider this Bill is a reasonable attempt
to deal with a most serious evil. It seems
to me a very simple matter. Either
this widespread evil is a menace or it
is not. All the evidence goes to show,
from the experience of the Health De-
partment, and from ever 'y source which
ought to know, that the disease is rife
and widespread in our midst. Therefore
it is the duty of the Government and of
Parliament to stamp it out. Personally,

Iha I no idea that it was so extremely
prevalent. I thought there were a few
cases here and there, but I was astounded
to learn the tremendous extent of it as
told to-night by Dr. Saw, and as
the Colonial Secretary told us in his in-
troductory speech. Coming to the Bill
itself some of the clauses are undoubt-
edly' drastic, although it is necessary that
there should be some compulsion in con-
nection with it. It has been argued at
puhlie meetingrs and at other places that
the Bill. ii' carried, will he an interfer-
ence willh the liberty of the subject. For
years past the %object 'ias had every
liberty.

Hon. A. J1. H. Saw: License.
Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM:I

License, perhaps, is better. Every person
who has become afflicted with the disease
has been at liberty to do what he liked,
to be cured or not. What has been the
result? The appalling descriptions which
have been given to us by' the Colonial
Secretary and by Dr. Saw. If that is the
result of liberty, surely some reasonable
compulsion is excusable. Tt has been said
that if this particular provision were
carried into effect we would be putting
too much power in the hands of one
person, the Commissioner of Public
Health. But someone must bear the re-
sponsibility. There must be responsi-
bility somewhere and it could not be in
any better hands than those of a respon-
sible man in a hig)h position which, if
hie abused it. be woid soon lose by force
of public opinion. A certain amount of
compulsion is necessary. It has been free
and optional long enough for people to
choose whether they would he cured or
not. It is not as if this were an ordinary
disease like smallpox, though that is bad
enough, but app~arently it can be con-
veyed all over the country in the most
insidious manner and often without
people knowing what they are doing.
This particular clause provides that when
the Commissioner has reason to believe or
suspect that any person is suffering, he
may take certain action. That is said to
be too much power to give to anyone,
but an amendment will be submitted
which provides that when the Commis-
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sioner has before him a written state-
ment made on oath and verified by de-
claration, he may take action. That will
safeguard the whole clause. In the first
place very few men or women would give
information of that nature about anyone
else. I do not believe the Commissioner
would be approached half a dozen times
in (lhe course of a year. The danger
would be that no information whatever
would he given. Therefore, I think the
piublic need not have much fear on that
score. The great, argument against the
clause, I believe, is that there might be
a danger of somne female being singled
out and having a notification of this kind
sent to her. Surely no man wdho calls
himself at man would do anything of thle
kind and, if hie did, it would be only on
the very' best grounds and under circumn-
stances in which the individual's mode of
lire or surroundings must have been of a
very susjpicions character indeed. There-
fore, I do not think there is much danger
to lie feared from this piarticullar clause.
If the amendment which hedges it round
by requiring thle person giving the in-
fornation to make an oath and sign his
name and for that he submitted to the
iperson complained of, is passed, I do not
think there will be any danger. We must
have some compulsion and we must have
somebody responsible, and uinder the cir-
cunmstances I cannot think of anyone
better than tlhe Commissioner of Public
Health. I hope that, in dealing with this
awful question, there -will be no maudlin
sympathy about it. It is putrely a matter
of health. It is not a matter of morality,
or immorality; it is a question of a cer-
lain number of people in the community
suffering from a dangerous and con-
tn. ioas disease and it is the dty of
those in authority to endeavour to cure
them of the disease. Therefore, I hope
there will be no maudlin sympathy about
it but tha: the whole matter will be car-
ried out thorou~ghly without considera-
tion for individuals. It is far better to
be dealt with by experts and by doctors
compulsorily than to leave these matters
to the liberty of the subject, because.
while hundreds might avail themselves of
the opportunity, half a dozen might ne-

glect or refuse to- do so, and so spread
disease all over the country. Mlany people
might argue that measures of this kind
are too severe, but all great evils require
siring-ent and extreme measures. We
have only to look around at some other
matters that concern the public to realise
how severe are some of the measures
wvhih have been taken. Consider the
qu1estion of the Chinese and opium.
Asiatics and foreigners. persons who
are gener-ally looked down upon by
the white race, are hedged around
with every precaution, not only that
they shall[ not consumie opium lbut
that they shall not smooke it. I read a
wvhile back of a Cjhinainan who had been
roscuted for smoking a pipe of opium.

Juast think of this precaution to prevent
an ,' harn to an alien race, and yet it is
feared that a little compulsion exercised
among our- own people to save them from
a dreadful disease is too terrible to con-
tei late. Some years ago there was a
disease very rife amoang sheep, namely,
scab. Scabi in sheepl isamstc a

gious disease. It is due to bacteria, and
where any of thle infected animals stayed
or camped and the wool containing- any
of the egirs fell off, that spot was infected
for 12 months afterwards. For years and
yen is attempts were made to eradicate
Llie disease by treating, the spots with cer-
tain specifics, until at last the Govern-
ment introduced] a measure and made it
compulsory to cure every sheep affected,
under penalty of having them destroyed.
The Government selected to administer
the measure a manl in a good position
who had thle courage of his convictions
and the ability and energy to give effect
to it: and that contagious disease which
was decimating our shee) and killing
them in thousands was eventually exter-
minated. Th~at achievement was due to a
West A ustralian whom many hon. members
know. namely, 'Mr. Morton Craig. The
4liseasc was very' rife at the time, and to-
day there is not only no trace of it in

0,-Slate hut the whole of the Common-
wealth is free from it. But drastic mie-
sures were necessary to stamp it ont. I
know of a case in which the officer said-
"Tnle~s t hese sheep are cured within six
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months they will be destroyed." They
were not cured and they were destroyed.
Only by such stringent measures, en-
forced with discretion, were such satis-
factory results ever achieved. In reading
some of the letters and the reports of
meetings held in connection with this
question, a good deal of inconsistency is
noticeable among those taking different
sides. W'e find that a great deal of sym-
pathy is expressed for those suffering
from this disease by the ",cry people who
are rising their greatest efforts to stamp
out what is known as the social evil.
Some say that this disease is the result of
the social evil, and when we find these
people expressing sympathy on behalf of
those diseased, and contending that the
patient should not he subject to compul-
sion in the matter of cure, it seems like
inconsistency. No doubt these people
have the best interests of the community
at heart and the country is to be congra-

;,,atd tatEcmny tSI an interest in
these matters, and although they regard
them from different standpoints it would
lie wvise for some of them to approach this
great question from a practical p~oint of
view and base their conelusions on the
opinions of experts. There is one pro-
posed new section in the Bill which I
hope wvilt he enforced with the utmost
stringency and that is 242 J, which pro-
vides a penalty for infecting others.
This, I understand, is often and not al-
ways unknowingly done, and any penalty
would niot be too severe for such cases.
in addition to the admirable testimony
from Dr. Sn"w T have read a very excel-
lent report which was tendered to the
City Council by Dr. Seed. In this re-
port the doctor raised many objections to
the Bill. hut concluded by saying that if
it were put into operation as drafted, it
would do away with these diseases, though
lie was still of opinion that the condit ions
were very stringent. I understand that
Dr. Seed is particularly quallified to
speak on this subject, as lie has had a
great deal of experience and therefore
his rep-ort, like the opinion of Dr. Saw,
is of the very highest value. I intend
to support the second reading of the Bill.
There will he many alterations required,

amongst others one dealing with the pen-
alties. The penalties are fixed instead of
being specified as the maximum so as to
enable the magistrate to use his discretion
as to the fine hie might inflict for any
offence. I also think the services re-
quired of medical officers should he well
paid for, as a great deal will rest with
the medical officers and it would be most
unfair to ask these services of them, ser-
vices which demand the highest skill and
a great deal of experience besides
(horough knowledge and much tact, for
nothing. have much pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading of the Bill.

On motion by Hon. W. Patrick debate
adjourned.

Hilt[-SALE OF LIQUOR REGUT-
LATION.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew-Central) [8.58] in moving
the second reading said: tas. yca a
Bill was introduced and passed giving
the Government power to restrict the
sale of liquor in war time. That power
was unlimited and enabled the Govern-
menit, if they chose, to close hotels either
partially or wholly anywhere and( every-
where, but this mighty instrument was
placed in the hads of the Ministry only
after the assuranice had been given by
thre Minister introducing the Bill that it
would niot be used except in circum-
stances of great emergency, when dis-
turbances, occasioned by feelings engen-
d~ered 1)y thre war, threatened to seriously
imperil the peace of any section of the
State. Some months ago a deputation
waited upon the Attorney General and
pointed out the benefits which it was
claimed would accrue to Western Aiustra-
lia by the enforcement of the Act. it
was not alleged by those who waited on
the Attorney General that the public
peace was in darn ger. It was not con-
tended that any one of the conditions had
arisen which were in contemplation when
the Bill was enacted. It wvas simply in-
dicated that in a crisis such as that
through which we are passing a check
on the wastage of wealth involved in the
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consumption of alcohol would be at-
tended by the most desirable results. The
Attorney General agreed with the con-
clusions arrived at by the deputationists,
but explained to them that he did not feel
justified in putting into operation a law
which was never intended by Parliament
to be ap~plied for the purpose of bringing
about the end they had in view. The
agitation then begun has continued, and
there is no doubt it is the feeling of a
large number of people ia the State that
the question should be grappled with as
speedily as possible. It is indisputable
that this is a time when economy should
be practised, and when the conservation
of wealth should be tile aim of all. No
one w'ill deny that, either from the stand-
point of eeonomy or from that of the
necessity which exists of preserving, and
indeed increasing, tile physical fitness of
our male population, a diminution of in-
dulgence in intoxicants must have conse-
quences of a beneficial character. But,
after all, this is a question which the peo-
pie should be called upon to decide. The
Government trust [le peoJple, and pro-
pose Iby this Bill to give them a chance
of saying exactly what they desire. Where
a drastic alteration of the law is contem-
plated, and where the question has never
been before the electors, the people should
certainly be consulted before anything is
done. They will be consulted if this Bill
be accep)ted, and they will be consulted
on lines which will preserve the principle
of local option as fur as piacticable-
a principle which they have already en-
dorsed. A referendum will be taken on
the question. The State will be divided
into four districts representingl four in-
terests-the metropolitan, mining-, pas-
toral. mid agricultural. B 'y this means
community of interests will he preserved,
and the most satisfactory results should
be obtained.

Hon. W. Patrick: Has a plan been
prepared showing the boundariesI

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
but it wvill be easy to follow the boun-
daries from the Bill. All licenses will he
affected by tile vote given, and the mea-
sure is madie to expire on the 31st De-
eember. 1.916: hut a resolution of both

Houses canl give it further vitality. If
at ally time during the operation of the
Act it is deemed advisable to again con-
stit the people, there is provision in the
Bil to enable this to be done. The Bil
may he Open to criticism. No Bill of
this nature which the brain of man could
devise would he immune from attack on
some point or otlher. But any meadment
wvhich could be suggested would be equ-
ally vulnerable, equally open to attack,
and equally open to objection from some
quarter. What the House has to con-
sider, anid what 1 believe members will
consider, is not whether the measure is in
ever 'y respect a perfect human docu-
ment-that wvould be impossible-but
whether, onl the whole, it deals with a
difficult problem in such .a manner as to
give the best all-round results; whether
in striving for too much, there may not
he a danger of losing all. Every member
of the House is acquainted with the
clauses of the Bill, so I will not at this
late hour take up time with their ex-
planation, especially' as I consider such
explanation quite unnecessary in view of
the fact that the principles of the Bill
have been enunciated in the Press, and
that not only members of this Chamber
but also the general public are fully
acquainted with the provisions of the
measure. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion
adjourned.

by Hon. J. F. Cullen debate

House adjourned, at 9.7 p.m.


